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As part of CSOPA’s “Faces of Summer—A Portrait Festival,” Parsons instructor and Louvre copyist
Mari Hulick (upper left photo) will present a lecture on the “History of Portraiture” on August 18.
Laurel Stern Boeck, whose portrait of Susan (lower left photo)is shown here, will conduct a portrait

demonstration. CSOPA member Sophia James, who painted Lexy (upper right), will do a storefront
demonstration entitled “The Artist at Work” at Images on the popular SoundBeach Avenue in Old
Greenwich. Members present at CSOPA's first meeting were (clockwise from top left) Toots Grimsley,
Grace DeVito, Joan Reader, Sophia James, Jeanine Jackson and Nancy Stember.
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Stember of Westport. Her vast portrait
experience and long-time ASOPA and
NYSOPA memberships were as impres-
sive as her soft-spoken manner and
enthusiasm for a local chapter. She
graciously accepted the role of Co-
Chair.




HISTORY: CSOPA was originally formed in 2002 as an official chapter of the American Society of Portrait Artists (ASOPA), a 501 (c) 3 Arts Educational Organization. As such, we shared a common mission but differed from the national group in our local focus benefiting artists and the general public living in and around Connecticut. While our events and activities were reported in Signature Magazine - the portrait publication of ASOPA (above) - CSOPA has always operated independently and without financial support or other benefits from any other organization. 
[image: image2.jpg]Less than one month later, on
February 11, we held our first “Monthly
Monday Meet 'n Critique” with draft-
ing our proposal to ASOPA as our pri-
mary order of business. In it we
embraced the ASOPA mission to
instruct and share expertise in the clas-
sic art of portraiture, and pledged to
carry this tradition into CSOPA. We
promised to support other ASOPA
chapters and attend their events. We
agreed that CSOPA membership
should be inclusive of ASOPA mem-

bers outside the state, and on a “slow

to kindle, long to burn” approach to
planning activities. We vowed to reach
out to all parts of Connecticut and
encourage CSOPA members to chair
programs in their respective counties.
Twenty dollars was accepted as the
annual dues amount for ASOPA mem-
bers-in-good-standing to cover admin-
istrative costs and mailings. After the
meeting, artists shared paintings for cri-
tique by fellow members, establishing a
format we plan to continue at future
meetings.

The rest is history-in-the-making.
Thanks to the talent and team-effort of
Nancy Stember our Co-Chair, Sophia
James, our fantastic Secretary, Grace
DeVito, our illustrious Director, Foster
Caddell, our wise Advisor, and all the 25
current members—especially Michel
Delafontaine, Sarah Grimsley, William
Rorick, Elaine DeSpoelberch, Kathleen
Kennedy, and Joanne Roy—our proposal
to ASOPA was accepted. Our subse-
quent meetings on March 11 and April
8 were extremely productive as we toast-
ed Jennifer Williams for her stellar sup-
port, and reverently shared the official
acceptance letter from Arnold McRae.
We then went on to discuss everything
from membership updates to plans for

our first exhibition with great enthusi-
asm and serious commitment to our craft
and the mission of CSOPA. Valuable
critique sessions followed the meetings,
leaving each artist with tips to ponder
and renewed excitement to paint.

Our website, www.csopa.org, is
operational and has many works by
members on view. It features a Gallery,
Find Artists, Newsletter, “Faces of
Summer,” Artist Forum, Membership,
Press Room, and a Message Center for
guests to sign in. Presence on the web-
site is one of the benefits of CSOPA
membership and is currently offered at
no additional charge for two images, a
brief biography, and direct link to the
artist’s email and/or website.

A CSOPA luncheon was held on
May 4 in the Trustees Dining Room of
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in
NYC. The occasion was the
Contemporary Portrait Festival (May
2-4) sponsored by ASOPA and
NYSOPA. Exuberant participants wel-
comed the opportunity to share com-
ments about the wonderful presenta-
tions made and meet our special guest,
Mari Hulick. Ms. Hulick, Parsons
instructor and Louvre copyist, will
present a lecture on the “History of
Portraiture” on August 18 as part of
CSOPA’s “Faces of Summer—A
Portrait Festival.” She took advantage
of this opportunity to get input from
our members, and offered lots of excit-
ing ideas for her talk.

“Faces of Summer—A Portrait
Festival,” CSOPA’s first group exhibi-
tion, will run from August 16 to 18,
2002 at the historic SoundWaters
Community Center for Environmental
Education at Cove Island Park in
Stamford. Activities include a juried

portrait exhibit, portrait demonstration

by Laurel Stern Boeck, plein air model
session, and a history lecture by Mari
Hulick. SoundWaters is a non-profit
education organization that is responsi-
ble for beautifully restoring the historic
Holly House. They have graciously
donated their facility to CSOPA for
our weekend festival. The reception is
August 16, 6pm to 8pm. All are invit-
ed! For more details, check our website,
or call CSOPA at 203-975-8585.
Several smaller initiatives are
planned as CSOPA embraces its mis-
sion to educate and promote portrai-
ture. Sophia James will be the second
brave CSOPA member to do a store-
front demonstration entitled “The
Artist at Work” at Images on the popu-
lar SoundBeach Avenue in Old
Greenwich on May 11. Several of
Sophia’s exquisite finished works and
portfolio will be also be on display.
This series is designed to enable the
artist to bring out a work in progress,
gain exposure to the local community,
and enable fellow artists to observe
methods. The first such event attracted
television and newspaper coverage on
March 16. It is one of the initiatives of
CSOPA we hope to expand on in other
parts of the state.

The challenges of beginning a new
chapter include opening a bank
account (which required obtaining a
federal EID Number), managing mail-
ing lists, and website management.
These technicalities are truly insignifi-

cant in comparison to the camaraderie

and development we have already expe-
rienced. When you are blessed with
members as talented and kind as we
have, there are no problems, only
opportunities. We have found our flock,
and like birds of a feather, we know we
will go far together!




A few years later, ASOPA became largely inactive and its national membership shifted to The Portrait Society of America. Many CSOPA members are also PSoA members separately. CSOPA Founder Jeanine Jackson was named the CT Ambassador for PSoA in 2004, a volunteer position that represents the national organization on a local level. PSoA is also 501 (c) 3, and its ambassadors operate independently.
